
Our Choices as God Might See Them  -- Vinita Hampton Wright of Loyola Press, Ignatian Spirituality 

The Christian faith has always taken seriously the matter of discernment. What choice will I make? 
We must choose constantly, through our daily routines as well as major life situations. We want to 
make the right choice, the one that will please God, the one that will help us prosper and be       
content. We know that a wrong choice can sometimes have disastrous consequences. Thus, we 
endeavor to make our discernments in the context of prayer, wisdom, and good counsel. 

I wonder how God sees our choices. In fact, I wonder if, in God’s way of seeing, “right” and “wrong” 
are as important as we make them. We tend toward a narrow and punitive mindset when it comes 
to making decisions, thinking there is only one right way to do something, only one right choice—
and we’d better make the right choice if we don’t want to bring upon ourselves disaster and years 
of unhappiness and regret. 

This mindset is somewhat understandable regarding a major life decision, when the consequences 
are far-reaching. But isn’t our view unnecessarily narrow? Do we believe that if we miss that       
opportunity, we are doomed to the “wrong” choice? Are God’s resources that skimpy—really? Is 
God’s creativity that ineffective? 

It seems that the God of abundant gifts provides many options of grace in a lifetime. And God our 
creator understands that the core of our abundance is found in our relationship to God. Marriage 
or no marriage, this career or that one, this home or that one—every set of options we face,   
whether this hour or years down the road, becomes the raw material for a life of holy relationship. 

When God watches me make a decision, I imagine that divine attention is focused on the direction 
of my heart. Do I move toward greater faith, hope, and love, or toward greater fear, negativity, and 
selfishness? Do I grow a little more Godward in the routine decision I make this morning? Does the 
process of discernment stimulate me to more prayer and attention? Do I choose out of love—even 
if, technically speaking, I don’t make the best choice? 

God gazes upon us, every moment, with compassion, grace, and creativity. If I botch a decision   
today, divine creativity will still bring from that choice growth and forward motion—if I seek grace 
and creativity and if I am open to God’s involvement. 

I don’t believe my mistakes and missteps make God upset with me or nervous about my future. 
Neither is God waiting for me to mess up so that I can be taught a lesson. God does wait and 
watch—to see if I will invite divine participation into my worst day, my most chaotic plan, my most 
botched decision. 

My decisions do bear consequences, but God has never allowed consequences to limit what can be 
done with a life. Frankly, even if I were able to make excellent decisions for years on end, I would 
still be living in a world affected by a lot of bad decisions by other people, some of them very close 
to me. 

God can work with our decisions, but God will not force our hearts to open and welcome divine 
love. For that, God will always watch and wait. 
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⁜⁜⁜ 

Jesus summons us to him and then sends 
us out as messengers to proclaim his    
kingdom. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
In the first book of Kings, the Lord tells   
Elijah to find Elisha and anoint him as 
prophet to succeed [him]. Elisha slaughters 
his oxen and follows. In the Gospel, Jesus 
is making his final journey to Jerusalem. He 
tells those who want to follow him that they 
must do so without delay.  

⁜⁜⁜ 

 

Today’s Readings: 

1st:  
1 Kings 19.16b, 19-21 

Psalm: 16 
2nd:  

Galatians 5.1, 13-18 
Gospel:  

Luke 9.51-62 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/author/wright/
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PARISH UPDATES 
 

Summer Recess – Our next Church Bulletin 
will be before the start of the school year in 
September. Have a safe and restful summer. 
Thank you for your prayers.   

 ⁜⁜⁜ 
 

On Going Expenses – Please remember 
your summer Sunday Offerings are needed 
to meet our monthly expenses. We just paid 
the Archdiocese $10,877.00 for our annual 
insurance and liability coverages, June 1, 
2019 to June1, 2020.  Our Property tax has 
been increased from $16,132.00 for 2019 to 
$17,110 for 2020.  

 ⁜⁜⁜ 
 

Save a Date – Our Parish Ministry Fair will 
be on September 21 and 22. Please mark it 
on your calendar.  

⁜⁜⁜ 
 

Project Advance 2019 – Building our Future 
upon a Foundation of Faith is theme. Our 
archdiocesan commitment is $26,000. Our 
total parish goal maintains at $75,000. Your 
participation in this annual appeal gives 
witness to our faith in action. We have met 
our commitment. Thank you! 

We need our registered parishioners to 
pledge your gift for this year’s appeal. May 
God bless you always! 

⁜⁜⁜ 
 

New Hot Water Boilers (Our PA’s 
response to ‘Laudato Si’) – The work is 
now done. You can see the before and after 
pictures in the foyer. Our 2019 rebates from 
Project Advance have been earmarked for 
this important and necessary upgrade. 
Thank you for your   on-going support.  

 

 

ARCHDIOCESAN EVENTS 
 

Mass Wedding for Civilly Married 
Couples - Information Session 

If you got married civilly and would now 
like to have your marriage recognized by 
the Church, it will be on Saturday, Sept. 
21, at 1:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, Surrey. Archbishop J. Michael 
Miller, CSB will be celebrating a wedding 
Mass for a large number of civilly married 
couples. For more info., contact Deacon 
Greg Barcelon at 604-771-2975 or  

email filipinoministry@rcav.org 
 

⁜⁜⁜ 
 

An Evening with Archbishop Miller 

Save the Date! The eighth annual 
Archbishop’s Dinner will take place on 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2019, at the Hyatt 
Regency Vancouver. This year, in 
partnership with Providence Health Care 
and with St. Mark’s College, Archbishop 
Miller has designated the proceeds to help 
foster Catholic health-care ethics in the 
education of health-care providers and in 
the support of their day-to-day practice. 
There will be a reception at 6 p.m. followed 
by dinner at 7 p.m. For more information or 
to reserve your table(s) please contact 
development@rcav.org. 

 

 
Update on Our Sponsored Refugees, 

the Khumpis family of four:  The family 

has been given July 17, for their interview 

with our Canadian Officials to process their 

application. Please continue to pray for 

their resettlement.  

Permanent Diaconate Still Accepting 
Applications! 
Do you feel called to be a Permanent 
Deacon? Men between the ages of 35 
and 60 interested in ordained ministry are 
invited to apply for our fourth cohort! The 
application deadline has been extended to 
July 15. For more info. contact the 
Permanent Diaconate Office at          
(604) 683-0281 ext. 50431 or email 
deacons@rcav.org. 

 
⁜⁜⁜ 

 
CFC-Youth True North Conference 

CFC-Youth for Christ is the youth arm of 
Couples For Christ (CFC), a pontifical 
Catholic Christian global movement 
intended for the renewal and 
strengthening of Christian family life. Filled 
with workshops, fellowship, worship, 
keynote sessions, and friendly 
competitions, the TNC is jam-packed with 
Christ-centred experiences. The TNC will 
be open only to youth and youth 
ministers/parent chaperones. The entire 
weekend will challenge young people 
today to live a life like Christ’s, aligning 
themselves to our True North, which is 
God Himself. Takes place July 13 - 14 at 
Pacific Academy in Surrey. 

 

The Parish Office will be  

CLOSED on Monday, July 1st  

for Canada Day. 

 

 Stewardship Reflection   

 
In today’s second reading, St. Paul       
provides a wonderful one-sentence     
summary of Christian stewardship: Out of 
love, place yourselves at one another’s 
service. 

 

Mass Intentions 
July & August, 2019 
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